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SEA-MONSTERS AT SUNRISE

Nueis dvo pdvas Huépas év edia mAevoavtes, TS TplTYs Vmodawovons mpos dvioxovTa TOV
NAov dvw Spdpev Onpia kai k1jty moAAa uev kat dAAa, év 8¢ uéyiatov amdvrwy daov aTadiwy
xA\lwv kal mevraxoaiwy 16 uéyebos. (Lucian, VH 1.30)

It is hard to avoid the suspicion that the time appointed for the arrival of Lucian’s
leviathan was intended to bring to the reader’s mind Nearchus’ account of an
alarming encounter with a school of whales in the course of his famous voyage from
the Indus to the Persian Gulf (Arrian, Ind. 30.1-3 = FGrHist 133 F 1 (c. 30)):

k1jTea 8¢ peydla év 1) éfw Oaddaay fdokerar, kal ixBies modd ueéloves 7 év T1H8e 11 elow. Kal
Aéyer Néapyos, omore ano Kvil{wv mapéndeov, dmo miv éw Spbnvar d8wp dvw dvadvadpevoy
Tiis Baddaans, old mep éx mpnoTipwy Bia dvadepouevor. éxmAayévras 8¢ adds muvbdveobar
TV kaTnyeouévwy Tod TAGov, 6TL €in kal dm’ 6Tov 16 mdfnua' Tovs 8¢ dmokpivachar STu
K1jTea TabTa Pepoueva kaTd TOV TOvTOV dvaduad és T6 dvw TO VOwp. Kkal ToioL vavTnow
éxmAayeiow ék TV XeLpdY T épeTud ékmeaeiv. avTos 8¢ émwy mapakadeiv Te kal Bapovvew
KTA.

Nearchus’ sang froid and resourcefulness restored the confidence of his men, and
his daring head-on approach brought his fleet safely past this extraordinary hazard:
é&bev kpdTov Te émi 1) mapaddyw cwTnpla yevéshar T vavTéwy, kal alvov és Tov
Néapxov mis 1€ ToAuns kai Ths codins. Lucian’s company is clearly not cast in a
heroic mould: 7ueis pév obv 76 JoTaTov dAMjAovs mpooemdvTes kal mepifalovres
éuévouev. We might just wonder whether to Lucian’s ironic eye the exemplary
behaviour of all concerned in the successful execution of the admiral’s bold tactic
would have seemed a little too good to be true; his zoological fantastication is spiced
with a dash of more realistic psychology.

Hertford College, Oxford STEPHANIE WEST

‘THE WISE MAN AND THE BOW’ IN ARISTIDES
QUINTILIANUS

In the second book of the De Musica, Aristides Quintilianus discourses at length on
the educational value of music, drawing on many earlier sources, Pythagorean,
Damonian, and of course Plato and Aristotle. In ch. 6 (p. 60 W.-1.) Plato’s censorious
views in the Republic are particularly referred to, but, like Aristotle in the eighth book
of his Politics, Aristides takes a less severe attitude towards the pleasure-giving
content of melody on appropriate occasions, and points to the natural human taste
for such music: 77s 8¢ pvoews kai Ta TolaiTa drairovons, éumodilew wév ddvvarov
(€0 yap elpnTar 7 codd Kai T6 mepl Tob Tofov), TV B¢ dvégewv THY dPEAuov
TPOKPLTEOY.

In his note on the allusion to the unnamed wise man and the bow, Andrew Barker,
in his recent translation of Aristides,* follows the edition of T. J. Mathiesen in seeing
a reference to Plato, Symp. 187a, where the well-known dictum of Heraclitus about
‘the back-turning harmonia of the bow or the lyre’ is employed to illustrate the
reconciliation of opposites. He adds, however, the alternative explanation, ‘Bend it
(sc. the bow) as you will: it will spring back’. emphasising the futility of ignoring an
aspect of our natural motivation. Mathiesen himself? had referred briefly, but without

! In Greek Musical Writings, ii (Cambridge, 1989), p. 465.
2 Aristides Quintilianus, On Music (New Haven, 1983), p. 123.
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